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INDEPENDENT AUDITO RIS REPO RT 

M r. Leslie Lindsly, Chairm an 
and M em bers of the Board of Com m issioners 
Fire Protection District No. 5 of the 
Parish of Pointe Coupee 
New  Roads. Louisiana 

M ember 
AMERICAN I N S'ITI'tFI~ OF CpA,~ 
LOVIS~  SocieTy OP C~,~ 
GOVERNMENT FINANCE 
OFFICERS ASSOCIA'nON 

I have audited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the FIRE PRO TEC- 
TION DISTRICT NO. 5 OF THE PAR/SH OF POINTE COUPEE, LOUISIANA (the "District"), a 
component unit of the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended Decem- 
ber 31, 2001, as listed in the Table of Contents. These general purpose financial statem ents 
are the responsibility of the Board of Com m issioners. M y responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on nay audit. 

I conducted nay audit in accordance w ith auditing standards and the standards generally 
accepted in the United States of Am erica applicable to financial audits contained in Govern- 
m ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the United States; and w ith 
provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513 and the provisions of the Louisiana Govern- 
m entalAudit Guide, published jointly by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants 
and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standards and the G uide require that 1 plan and 
perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. 
An audit includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presenta- 
tion. 1 believe that nay audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In nay opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the D istrict as of Decem ber 31, 2001, and the rcsuhs 
of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

In accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued m y report dated 
January 18, 2002, on nay consideration of the District's internal control over financial reporting 
and m y tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and 
grants. That report is an integral part of an audit perform ed in accordance w ith Governm ent 



Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering tile 
results of nay audit. 

M y audit w as perform ed for tile purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a w hole. The schedules listed in tile table of contents are pre- 
sented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general purpose 

financial statements of the District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statem ents and, in m y opin- 
ion, is fairly stated, in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial state- 
m ents taken as a w hole. 

January 18, 2002 
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FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 
OF THE PARISH OF PO INTE COUPEE, LOUISIANA 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET 
GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE AND ACCOUN T GROUP 

DECEM BER 31, 2001 

ASSETS 
Cash 
P.eceivables - 

Ad valorem 
State revenue sharing 

Property, plant, and equipm ent - 
Land 
Building 
Vehicles 
Firefighting equipm ent and tools 
Radios and paging equipm ent 
Uniform s and protective gear 
Furniture, fixtures and equipm ent 
Fire hydrants & water supply lines 

TOTAL AS SETS 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 

Accounts payable 
Am ount due retiren'lent system 
Due to other govertam enta| vm its - 

Fire District #2 of Pointe Coupee 

Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balances - 

Governnlental 

Fund "l~p_e. 

General 
Fu nd 

$ 1,800,941 

634,569 
5,054 

Account 
Group 
General 
Fixed 
Assets 

$ 128,964 
334,435 

1,324,454 
201,860 
129,212 
79,384 
36,097 

Totals 
(M em orandum Only) 

$ 1,800,941 

634,569 
5,054 

128,964 
334,435 

1,324,454 
201,860 
129,212 
79,384 
36,097 

$ 2t440,564 $ 3~344t219 $ 5,784,783 

15,989 
36,723 

258 

52,970 

Designated for - 
M aim  & replacem ent of equipm ent 250,000 
M aint & replacem ent of buildings 250,000 
W ater improvement projects 330,942 

Unreserved - undesignated lr556,652 

Total Fund Equity 

15,989 
36,723 

258 

$ 1,915,103 

639,680 
5.564 

128,964 
334,070 

1,324,454 
200,187 
125,415 
51,461 
31,399 

1,109~813 

$ 5,866.110 

7,731 
25.027 

258 

33.016 

$ 3,344,219 3,344,219 3,305,763 

250,000 
250,000 
330,942 

1.556,652 

2r387 59t_~ 4 __ 3~344,219 5~731~813 - 

TOTAL  LIABILITI ES AN D FUND EQUITY $ 2 440 564 L$ 3,344,219 $ 5t784~783 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 

257,405 
257,405 

1,045,033 
967.488 

5,833,094 

$ 5,866,110 



 

FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 
O F THE PARISH OF POINTE  COUPEE, LOUISIANA 

STATE M ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - 
G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - G ENERAL FUND 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2001 

Revellues: 
Taxes - 

Ad valorcm 
Interest on taxes 

Total Taxes 

lntergovernm ental revenues. 
State fire it~suraoce rebate 
State revenue sharing 

Total Intcrgovernm ental Revenues 

M iscellaneous revenues - 
Interest earned 
M iscellaneous 

Total M iscellaneous Revenues 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures: 
Current Operations - 

General Governm ent - 
Adm inistrative labor 
Com m ission m em bers per diem 
Firem en's benefit program 
Professional fees 
Tax collector fees 
Publishing and printing 
Election expense 

Total General Governm ent 

627,730 
115 

627,845 

16,781 
15,161 

31,942 

95,434 
2~443 

97,877 

757.664 

4,680 
1,710 
18,526 
2,325 
36,723 
1,385 

65~349 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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$ 637,569 
215 

637t784 

15,932 
15.885 

31,817 

126,495 
16 

126~511 

796~112 

4,680 
1,650 
19,268 
3,617 
25,027 

876 
239 

55.357 



Public Safety - 
Contribution to volunteers 
Pre-plan survey 
Dispatching serv ices 
Vehicle m aintenance 
Firefighting equipm ent m aintenance 
Radios and pagers m aintenance 
Building m aintenance 
I lydrant m aintenance 
Supplies and sm all tools 
Utilities 
Telephone 
Insurance 
Training and fire prevention 
Office and com puter supplies 
All others 

Total Public Safety 

Total Current Operations 

Capital Outlays - 
Land acquisition costs 
Buildings 
Furniture, fixtures, and equipm ent 
Uniform and protective gear 
Radios and paging equipm ent 
Fire fighting equipm ent and tools 
Fire hydrants and water supply lines 

Total Capital Outlays 

Total Expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures 

Fund Balance - January I 

FUND ~ CI3 - Decem ber 31 

4,600 
3,187 

22,824 
7,149 
8,181 
17,250 
3,3O0 
3,521 
8,815 
2,953 
26,590 
10,742 
2,750 
2.677 

2000 

4,600 
3,300 
5,000 
32,273 
11,993 
1,937 
4,621 
5,304 
3,957 
8,788 
2,030 
27,702 
11,695 
1,483 
1.625 

124,539 126,308 

189,888 181,665 

101.002 
364 

4,698 4,246 
27,923 119 
3,797 5,328 
1,673 11,685 

669,058 178,647 

707,513 

897,401 

(139,737) 

301,027 

482,692 

313,420 

2,527,331 --  
2~213,911 

$ 2,387.594 

The accom panying notes are  an integral part of this statem ent. 
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FIRE PRO TEC'IIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 
O F "ITIE PARISH O F POINTE CO UPEE, LO UISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CItANGES IN FUN D BALANCE - 
BUDGET AND AC'I~AL (GAAP BASIS) - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

FO R TH E YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2001 

Revenues: 
Taxes - 

Ad valorem  
Interest on taxes 

Total Taxes 

lntergovem ra ental revenues. 
State fire insurance rebate 
State revenue sharing 

2001 

Bud~;et 

$ 635,000 
115 

63511t~ _.5 

16,781 
15.671 

Actual 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 627,730 $ 
115 

627,845 

16,781 
15.161 

2000 

Actual 

(7,270) $ 637,569 
215 

(7,270) 637~784 

(510) 

Total Intergovemmental Revenues 32~452 31r942 (510) 

M iscellaneous revenues - 
Interest earned 
M iscellaneous 

otal M iscellaneous Revenues 

Total Revenues 

Expenditu res: 
Current Operations - 

Genera l Governm ent - 
Adm inistrative labor 
Com m ission m em bers per diem 
Firem en's benefit program  
Professional fees 
'Fax collector fees 
Publishing and printing 
Election expense 

Total General Governm ent 

97,721 95,434 (2,287) 

97,721 

765.288 

4,680 
1,740 
41,039 
3,025 
25,000 
1,500 

76,984 

2j443 2~443 

97~877 

757.664 

4,680 
1,710 
18,526 
2,325 
36,723 
1,385 

156 

(7,624) 

30 
22,513 

700 

(11,723) 
115 

15,932 
15.885 

31,817 

126,495 
16 

126,511 

796,112 

4,680 
1,650 
19,268 
3,617 
25,027 

876 
239 

65~349 11~635 55~357 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 
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Budget 
Public Safety - 

Contribution to volunteers 
Pre-plan survey 
l)ispatching services 
Vehicle m aintenance 
Firefighting equipm ent m aintenance 
P, adios and pagers m aintenance 
Building m aintenance 
I tydrant m aintenance 
Supplies and sm all tools 
Utilities 
Telephone 
Insurance 
Training and fire prevention 
Office and computer supplies 
All others 

Total Public Safety 

4,600 
3,300 

29,25O 
10,663 
10,600 
17,385 
4,000 
4,000 
9,O00 
3,100 
26,561 
11,700 
2,500 
2~800 

Actual 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable)_ 

4,600 
3.187 113 

22,824 
7,149 
8,181 
17,250 
3,300 
3,521 
8,815 
2,953 
26,590 
10,742 
2,750 
2.677 

6,426 
3,514 
2,419 
135 
700 
479 
185 
147 
(29) 
958 
(250) 
123 

2000 

Actual 

4,600 
3,300 
5,000 
32,273 
11,993 
1,937 
4,621 
5,304 
3,957 
8,788 
2,030 
27,702 

11,695 
1,483 
1,625 

139~459 124,539 14~920 126t308 

Tota| Current O peratious 216v44._ _~3 189~888 

Capital O utlays - 
Buildings and im provem ents 
Land acquisition costs 
Furniture, fixtures, & equipm ent 
Uniform and protective gear 
Radios and paging equipm ent 
Fire fighting equipm ent and tools 
Fire hydrants & water supply lines 

Total Capital Outlays 

Total Expenditures 

364 364 

5,198 
27,834 
1,276 
2,675 

766,790 

804,137 

4,698 
27,923 
3,797 
1,673 

669.058 

26.555 181,665 

5OO 
(89) 

(2,521) 
1,002 
97~732._  

101,002 
4.246 
119 

5,328 
11,685 
178.647 

707,513 96,624 301~027 

1.020.580 897,401 123,179 _ 4821692 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over 
Expenditures (255,292) (139,737) 115,555 313,420 

Fund Balance - January 1 

FUND BALANCE - December 31 

2~527,331 2,527~331 2.213.911 

The accom panying notes are an intcgral part of this statem ent. 
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FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
pARISH O F PO INTE  CO UPEE 
NEW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

N O TE 1 - INTRO D UCTI O N 

The Fire Protection District No. 5 of the Parish of Pointe Coupee (the "District") was created by a 
resolution of the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury in 1981. The District operates under a comm ission 
form  of governm ent and provides fire protection services to all the territory situated w ithin the lim its of 
Pointe Coupee F, lection Districts 7, 8, 9 and a portion of Election Districts 4 and 6, as said F, lection 
Districts were constituted in 1981, be and the sam e was created in accordance with the authority of LRS 
40:1494, and Article VI, Section 19 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana for the year 1974 and 
other constitutional and statutory  authority supplem ental thereto. 

NOTE 2 - SUM M ARY O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO LINTI NG PO LICIES 

The accom panying general purpose financial ,;tatem ents have been prepared in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAM0 as applied to governmental units. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmen- 
tal accounting principles and reporting standards 

R_ el, m rttng Entity 

As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the I'ointe Coupee Parish Police Jury is 
the financial reporting entity for Pointe Coupee Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of la] the 
primary governn~ent (police jury), [b] organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and [c] other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the 
prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion wotdd cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents to 
be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining which 
com ponent units should be considered part of the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury for financial 
reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determ ining 
financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or 
impose specific financial burdens on the police jury . 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are 
fiscally dependent on the police jury, 



 

FIRE PRO TECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F PO INTE CO UPEE 
NEW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTINUED) 

Organizations for which the reporling entity financial statem ents would be m isleading if 
data of the organ~ation is not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship. 

The district uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid financial m anage. 
m ent by segregating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device de,figned to provide accountability for certain assets and 
liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. 

Funds of the District are classified as governm ental funds. Governm ental funds account for the 
district's general activities, including the collection and disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted 
m onies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term 
debt. Governm ental funds of the District include: 

GeneralFund .. the general operating fund of the District and accounts for all financial re. 
sources, 

Property tax revenues are recognized when they becom e available. Available m eans when due, 
or past due and receivable and collected generally within 60 days after ycar end. See Notc 4 for 
the property tax calendar. 
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FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH  O F PO INTE CO UPEE 
N EW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTI NUED) 

Miscellaneous revenue (except investment earnings) are recorded as revenue when cash is 
received because they generally are not m easurable until actually received. Investm ent earnings 
are recorded as earned since they are m easurable and available. 

Federal and state grants and reim bursem ents are recorded w hen the District is entitled to the 
funds. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded w hen received by the District 

Expenditures are generally recogn~ed under the m odified accrual basis of accounting w hen the 
related fund liability is incurred, except for principal and interest on general long-term debt 
w hich are recognized w hen due in the General Fund. 

Budgets 

Proposed operating budgets for the fscal years 1991 through 2001 (the term of the approved ad 
valorem tax millage), prepared on GAAP Basis, are approved by the Board of Commissioners and 
adopted in accordance w ith tile Local Governm ent Budget Law . The operating budget includes 
proposed expenditures and the m eans of financing them . 

l)uring the year, m onthly budgetary com parison statem ents are used as m anagem ent tools to control 
operations. W hen necessary the Board adopts budget am endm ents w hich are included in District 
m inutes published in the official journal. 

The D istrict exercises budgetary control at the line item  level. Unexpended appropriations lapse at 
year end and m ust be reappropriated in the next year's budget to be expended. 

Encum brances 

The District does not follow the encum brance m ethod of accounting. 

Cash and Investm ents 

Cash includes am ounts in den]and deposits and m oney m arket accounts. Under state law , the District 
m ay deposit funds it] dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or 
tim e deposits with a bank organized under Louisiana law , or of any other state of the United States, or 
under the law s of the United States. 

State statutes authorize the District to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes and bills, or 
certificates or tim e deposits of state banks orga~fized under Louisiana law and national banks having 
principal offices in Louisiana. In addition, local governm ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest in 
tile l.ouisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a non-profit corporation formed by an] initiative of 
the State Treasurer and organized under the law s of the State of Louisiana, w hich operates a local 

11 



 

FIRE PRO TECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH  O F PO INTE  CO UPEE 
N EW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

govern m ent investm ent pool. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 
clays; how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash equivalenls. 
Investm ents are stated at cost. 

Bad D ebts 

The District uses the direct charge-off m ethod w hereby uncollectible am ounts due from  ad valorem 
taxes are recognized as bad debts at the tim e inform ation becom es available w hich w ould indicate the 
uncollectibility of the particular receivable. The direct charge-off m ethod is used because it does not 
cause a m aterial departure from GAAP and it approxim ates the valuation m ethod. 

In ventorles 

Inventories for supplies are im m aterial and are recordecl as expenditures w hen purchased 

Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased or constructed, and the related assets 
are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. Interest costs incurred cluriug 
construction arc capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost or estim ated historical cost if actual historical cost is not available. 
Donated fixed assets are stated at their estim ated fair value on the date donated. 

Com t~ensated Absences 

The D istrict has no em ployees; therefore, it has no vacation or sick leave policies 

Fund Equttv 

Designated Fund Balances - 

On February 19, 1996, the Board designated 7.5% of annual revenues to be set aside for 
future m aintenance and replacem ent of equipm ent and the sam e am ount for future 
m aintenance and replacem ent of buildings. On April 21, 1997, the Board authorized 
disbursem ents when the revenues set aside exceed $200,000 and for expenditures in 
excess of $10,000. Revenues designated for these purposes w ill cease w hen the set aside 
balance exceeds $500,000. 

On October 18, 1999, the Board designated $600,000 for the proposed water system 
im provem ents to be constructed by the City of New Roads. In 2001, $466,795 was 
expended on this project leaving a designated balance of $135,205. 

On June 19, 2000, the Board designated $400,000 for the proposed water system im- 
provem ents to be constructed by W ater District No. 2 of Pointe Coupee Parish. In 2001, 
$204,263 was expended on this project leaving a designated balance of $195,737. 



 

FIRE PROTECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F PO INTE CO UPEE 
NEW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTE S TO TH E FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTI NUED) 

The unreserved fund balances for governm ental funds represent the am ount available for budgeting 
future operations. 

Comparative Data 

Com parative total data for the prior years have been presented in the accom panying financial state- 
m ents in order to provide an understanding of changes in the District's financial position and opera- 
tions. 1 lowevcr, complete comparative data (i.e., presentation of prior year totals by fund type in each 
of the statements) have not been presented since their inclusion would make the statements unduly 
com plex and difficult to read. 

'Ibtal Colum ns on Com bined Statem enL~ 

Total colum ns on the Com bined Statem ents are captioned "M em orandum  O nly" to indicate that they 
are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financial 
position or results of operations, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. Neither 
is such data com parable to a consolidation, lnterfund elim inations have not been m ade in tile aggrega- 
tion of this data. 

NOTE 3 - CASH 

At Decem ber 31,2001, the status of deposited fim ds and collateralized balances are as follows 

Balance per bank statem ents 
Secured by Federal deposit insurance 
M arket value of collateralized securities 

Balance Unsecured and Uncollateralized 

5,137 
5,137 

0 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities 
owned by the fiscal agent bank. 

Cash also includes $1,796,688 in the Louisiana Asset Management Pool, Inc. (LAMP), a local govern- 
ment investment pool (see Summary of Significant Accounting Policies). In accordance with GASB 
Codification Section 150.165, the investm ent in LAM P at Decem ber 31, 2001, is not categorized in the 
three risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section 150.164 because the investm ent is in tile 
pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form . LAM P 
is adm inistered by LAM P, Inc., a non-profit corporation organized under the law s of the State of 
Louisiana, w hich w as form ed by an initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is gov- 
crned by a board of directors com prising the State Treasurer, representatives from  various organiza- 
tions of local governm ent, the Governm ent Finance Officers Association of Louisiana, and tile Society of 
Louisiana CPAs. O nly local governm ents having contracted to participate in LAM P have an investm ent 
interest in its pool of assets. The prim ary objective of LAM P is to provide a safe environment for the 
placem ent of public funds in short-term , high-quality investm ents. The lA M P portfolio includes only 
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FIRE PRO TECTIO N D ISTRICT N O . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F PO INTE  CO UPEE 
NEW  ROAD S, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTINUED) 

securities and other obligations in w hich local governm ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest. 
Accordingly, LAM P investm ents are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by tile U.S. 
Treasury, the U.S. governm ent or one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrum entalities, as w ell as 
repurchase agreem ents collateralized by those securities. The dollar w eighted average portfolio 
m aturity of I&M P assets is restricted to not m ore than 90 clays, and consists of no securities w ith a 
m aturity in excess of 397 days. I~-M P is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants im m ediate 
access to their account balances. 

NOTE  4 - AD VALORE M TAXES 

All taxable property located within the State of Louisiana is subject by law to taxation on the basis of its 
assessed valuation. The assessed value is determ ined by the Parish Assessor, except for public utility 
property w hich is assessed by the Louisiana Tax Com m ission. 

The 1974 Louisiana Constitution provided that, beginning in 1978, all land and residential property 
w ere to be assessed at 10% of fair m arket value; agricultural, horticultural, m arsh lands, tim ber lands 
and certain historic buildings are to assessed at 10% of "use" value; and all other property is to be 
assessed at 15% of fair m arket value. Fair m arket values are determ ined by the elected assessor of the 
parish and are subject to review and final certification by the louisiana Tax District. The Assessor is 
required to reappraise all property every four years. 

The Sheriff of Pointe Coupee Parish, as provided by State Law , is the official tax collector of general 
property taxes levied by the Parish. By agreem ent, the Sheriff receives a com m ission of approxim ately 
3.91%. 

The m illage rates are adopted in late O ctober. The taxes are levied and notices are m ailed out in m id 
Novem ber of the year. All taxes are due by Decem ber 31 of the year and are delinquent on January 1 of 
the next year, w hich is also the lien date. 

State law requires the Sheriff to collect property taxes in the calendar year in which the assessm ent is 
m ade. If taxes are not paid by the due date of Decem ber 31, the taxes bear interest at one and 
one-fourth percent (1.25%) per month until the taxes are paid. After notice is given to the delinquent 
taxpayers, the Sheriff is required by the Constitution of the State of Louisiana to sell the least quantity 
of property necessary  to settle the tax es and interest ow ed. 

Property taxes are recognized as revenue in the year for w hich they are levied and becom e clue. The 
m ajority of the year's taxes are usually collected in November and Decem ber of the year. Any amounts 
not collected at Decem ber 31 are show n as accounts receivable, 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, tax es of $922,259.54 were levied on property with assessed 
valuations totaling $218,091,512 at the rate of 4.45 m ills for the purpose of m aintaining and operating 
the District's fire protection facilities, for purchasing fire trucks and other fire fighting equipm ent and 
paying the cost of obtaining w ater for fire protection purposes, including charges for fire hydrant 
rentals and service and for the purpose of paying the cost of acquiring, im proving, or constructing fire 
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FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F PO INTE CO UPEE 
N EW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCI&L STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

protection facilities of the Fire Protection District, constituting w orks of public im provem ent, title to 
w hich shall be in the public. 

On December 21, 2001, Louisiana Generating LLC paid a portion of the 2001 property taxes under 
protest pursuant to La. R.S. 47:1856(E) and La. R.S. 47:2110. These taxes amounted to $287,690 which 
the District chose not to recognize revenue until the Louisiana Tax Com m ission has rendered its final 
determ ination of the value of Louisiana Generating's properties for 2001 ad valorem  property tax 
purposes. Louisiana Generating's position is supported fully by the recent decision of the Ixm isiana 
First Circuit Court of Appeal in CLECO Evangeline, LLC v. Louisiana Tax Com m issiotl, Docket No. 2001 
CA 0561 (La. App. 1~' Cir. 06/22/01), writ granted. 

NOTE 5 - DUE TO O TH ER UN ITS 

The balance due to other governm ental units fox" reim bursem ent of a parishwide em ergency telephone 
service is as follow s: 

Fire Protection District No. 2 of the Parish of Pointc Coupee 

NOTE 6 - CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s: 

Beginning 
Balance Additions Deletions 

l.and 
Buildings 
Vehicles 
Fire fighting equipm ent and tools 
P, adios and paging equipm ent 
Uniform s and protective gear 
Furniture, fixtures, and equipm ent 
Fire hydrants & w ater line im prove 

Totals 

128,964 
334,071 

1,324,454 
200,J86 
125,415 
51,461 
31,400 

1,109,812 

364 

1,673 
3,797 
27,923 
4,697 

3,305,763 $ 38,454 

NOTE 7 - PENSIO N PLAN AND RE TI REM ENT CO MM ITM ENTS 

258 

Ending 
Balance 

In accordance with LA R.S. 33:2036 G. (2), the District provides a Length of Service Awards Program 
(LOSAP) to all eligible volunteer firemen based upon the District's point system used to determine who 
is active. The program  provides three benefits: 
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FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 OF THE 
PARISH O F PO INTE CO UPEE 
N EW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTE S TO THE FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTI NUED) 

l're-F.ntttlem ent D eath, if a m em ber dies before reaching entitlem ent age, the nanled beneficiary 
will receive the greater of $20,000, (the face amount of the life insurance provided by tile plan), 
or the present value of the m em ber's earn ed benefit. This lum p-sum benefit is payable upon 
death from  any cause. It is not lim ited to an em ergency duty. This applies to all m em bers ages 

65 and younger (without evidence of insurability) as well as those members over age 65 who 
qualify for life insurance. Non-insured m em bers w ill receive the value of their earned benefit 
payable in the m anner established by the plan sponsor. 

Pre-Fmtitlement DisabiiljLE, if a member becomes totally and permanently disabled from any 
cause before reaching entitlem ent age, a cash lunap-sum  benefit is im m ediately paid from the 
plan. This am ount is based on tile discounted present value of his earned benefit and not the 
m onthly benefit to w hich he is entitled at his entitlem ent age. In addition, the m em bcr's death 
benefit continues for life. 

from  the plan payable for life 
is: 

at entitlem ent age, m em bers are entitled to a m onthly incom e 
w ith 120 paym ents guaranteed. The benefit form ula in this plan 

a. $20.00 per month for each year of past service (service before the plan begins) to a 
m axim um of 15 years. 

b. $20.00 per month for each year of future service (service after the plan begins). 
e. $800.00 maximum nlonthly benefit (40 total years service). 

The m onthly entitlem ent benefits begin at age 60 and after participating in the plata at least 1 year. The 
terfu "entitlem ent" is used rather than "retirem ent" because volunteers do not have to leave the 
organization or becom e less active to draw  benefits. Each year of active service adds to a m em ber's 
monthly benefit. This benefit becomes 100% vested (guaranteed) after 5 years of service. 

For 2001, the District m ade the following contributions for active firem en 

Annual year serv ice 
Life insurance 
Administrative fee ($600 plus $6 per plan participant) 

Total 

NO TE 8 - CO NTING ENT LIABILITI ES 

l'here is no pending litigation against the D istrict 

NOTE 9 - COM PENSATI ON PAID TO BOARD M EM BERS 

13,236 
4,516 
774 

In com pliance with llouse Concurrent Resolution No. 54 of the 1979 Session of the Louisiana l.egisla- 
ture, com l;ensation paid to board m em bers is as follow s: 
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FIRE PRO TECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F PO INTE  CO UPEE 
NEW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 

NOTE S TO THE FINANCIAL STATE MENTS (CONTI NUED) 

Leslie Lindsly, Chairm an 
Greg Johnson 
G eraldine Sim m ons 
Law rence Sm ith 
Roland Roberts (resigned April 2001) 
Elie James Part, Jr. (appointed May 2001) 

NOTE 10 - FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

There are no active awards for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001 
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Year 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 

M ills 
Levied 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.20 
5.20 
5.60 
5.60 
5.60 
5.60 
5.42 
5.22 
5.22 
5.22 
5.22 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
4.86 
4.45 

SCHEDULE 1 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO . 5 
O F THE PARISH OF POINTE COUPEE 

NEW  ROADS, LOUISIANA 
TAXABLE PRO PERTY VALUATIO NS 

SINCE INCEPTIO N 

(UNAUDITED) 

Assessed 
Value 

$ 35,858,478 
36,544,503 
35,255,637 
36,379,357 
35,665,663 
34,716,921 
32,427,835 
32,717,245 
32,886,663 
34,608,287 
103,494,211 
103,772,883 
149,344,422 
147,777,641 
147,914,904 
143,387,429 
138,986,787 
137,371,076 
142,320,366 
218,091.512 

Hom estead 
Exem ption 

$ 6,739,645 
6,923,775 
7,158,133 
7,303,637 
7,517,780 
7,699,051 
7,315,070 
7,452,905 
7,532,701 
7,550,596 
7,696,535 
7,892,091 
7,998,221 
8,153,591 
8,854,110 
9,128,863 
9,240,394 
9,588,524 
10,699,159 
10,843,784 

Tax tobe 
Paid by Owner 
$ 145,596.50 

148,106 
140,490 
145,381 
146,369 
140,493 
14o,632 
141,480 
141,982 
151,523 
519,224 
500,499 
737,828 
728,838 
725,898 
671,295 
648,734 
638,915 
639,680 
922,259 

Tax to be 
Pfld by State 
$ 33,700.61 

34,621 
35,793 
36,521 
39,O93 
40,035 
40,964 
41,736 
42,183 
42,283 
41,718 
41,199 
41,753 
42,564 
46,221 
45,645 
46,202 
47,943 
52,000 
48,261 

Total Tax 
$ 179,297.11 

182,727 
176,283 
181,901 
185,461 
180,528 
181,596 
183,217 
184,165 
193,807 
560,942 
541,698 
779,581 
771,403 
772,119 
716.940 
694,936 
686,858 
691.680 
970.520 
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OTItER REPORTS REQUIRED BY 

GO VltRNM EN TA UDITIN G STANDARD S 

The follow ing pages contain a report on com pliance w ith law s and regulations and on internal 
control over financial reporting required by Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of tim  ltJnited States. The report is based solely on tim  audit of the 
financial statem ents aod includes, w here"appropriate, any com pliance m atters, reportable 
conditions and/or m aterial w eaknesses that would be m aterial to the presented financial 
statem ents. 
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Phone 
OF/I/CE (225) 937.9735 
FAX (225) 638-3669 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
(A Professional Corporation) 

Practice Lim ited to Governm ental Ac~'ou nt Ing, Auditing and Financial Reporting 

Office 
7663 ANCi IOR DRIVE 

W ~I'ar~ss. LA 707534120 

M em ber 
AMERICAN INSTITO'fI~ OF CpA3 
LOUISIANA SOCILqy OF CPm 
GOW I~ MEtCr O~tt~C~ 
OFFICERg ~gSOClATI ON 

IND EPEND ENT AUDITO RIS REPO RT O N CO M PLIAN CE 
AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L OVER FINAN CIAL RE PO RTIN G 

BASED O N AN AUD IT O F FINAaN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 
IN ACCO RDAN CE W ITH  G O VERNM EN TA UD ITING  STANDARD S 

M r. Leslie Lindsly, Chairm an 
and the M em bers of tile Board of Com m issioners 
Fire Protection D istrict N o. 5 of the 
Parish of Pointe Coupce 
New  Roads, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the FIRE PRO TECTIO N D ISTRICT 

NO. 5 OF THE PARISH OF POINTE COUPEE, LOUISIANA (the "District"), a component unit of 
the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, and 
have issued nay report thereon dated January 18, 2002. I conducted m y audit in accordance 
w ith generally accepted auditing standards and standards applicable to financial audits con- 
tained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District's financial statem ents arc 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
law s, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and 
m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts, flow eret, providing an 
opinion on com pliance with those provisions was not an objective of my audit and, accord- 
ingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of 
noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing m y audit, I considered the D istrict's internal control ovcr financial 
reporting in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing nay 
opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the 
internal control over financial reporting. M y consideration of the internal control over finan- 
cial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 
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reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the 
design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relatively low  level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to 
the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w itlain 
a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. 1 
noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operations that 
I consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of m anagem ent, the Police Jury of 
the Parish of Pointe Coupee, New Roads, Louisiana (oversight entity), and the Legislative 
Auditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone 
other than these specified parties. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and its 
distribution is not lim ited. 

January18,2002 
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FIRE PRO TECTIO N DISTRICT NO . 5 O F TH E 
PARISH O F FO INTE CO UPEE 
N EW  ROAD S, LO UISIANA 
SCH EDU LE O F FIND ING S 

YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2001 

A. SUM M ARY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

2 

The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents of Fire Protection D istrict No. 5 of the Parish of Pointe 
Coupee 

No reportable conditions w ere disclosed during the audit of the general purpose 
financial statem ents. 

No instances of noncom pliance w ere disclosed during the audit of the general 
purpose financial statem ents. 

There w ere no federal aw ards received by Fire Protection D istrict No. 5 of the 
Parish of Pointe Coupee. 

B. FIND ING -FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS AUD IT 

None 



 

Phone 
OFFICE (225) 937"9735 
I~AX 025) 638-3669 

E-nlall gfd epa (~/ah~ .~ m 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT ~ . 
(A Professional Corporation) 

practice Lim ited to Governm ental Accounting, Auditing and Financial Reporting 

D r. D aniel G . Kyle, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 
State of Louisiana 
P. O . Box 94397 
Baton Rouge, IA  70804-9397 

office 
7663 ANCIIOR DRIVE 

VEN'I~tESS, LA 70783-4120 

Septem ber 3, 2002 

lie: Fire Protection D istrict No. 5 of Pointe Coupee 
Audit Engagem ent 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

D ear D r. Kyle 

M ember 
AMERICAN l NS'I'I]'tFI'E OF CpAs 
LOI.JISIANA SOCIE"IY OF CPAS 
GOVI~RNMENT FINANCE 
OI~FICERS ASSOCIATION 

Attached is a copy of the letter I sent w ith the com pleted audit report for the above captioned 
entity. 1 do not koow  if I m ailed or hand delivered this report and I cannot find any acknow - 
ledgm ent from  your office of the delivery. If I did m ail this report, I recently found out that 
the local postal delivery contractor in m y area w as charged w ith not delivering m ail. They have 
no evidence that she did not deliver the m ail she picked up. H ow ever, I did have incidence 
w here 1 had to reissue checks, send additional copies of tax returns, and letters over the last 
10 to 12 m onths. In the future, I w ill control this delivery better. 

Respectfully 


